
















 
 

NCEPOD Deaths in Acute Hospitals study 
 

Organisational Questionnaire 
 

Time period – this questionnaire should be completed for the time period 1st October 
2006 – 31st March 2007. 
 
Q3 – Surgical patients are defined using OPCS codes. The following OPCS codes should 
be excluded from this figure if they are performed in isolation: 
 

• A52 – Therapeutic: epidural injection 
• A55 – Diagnostic spinal puncture 
• A83 – Electroconvulsive therapy 
• E48 – Therapeutic fibreoptic endoscopic operations on lower respiratory tract  
• E49 – Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic operations on lower respiratory tract 
• G16 – Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of oesophagus  
• G45 – Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of upper gastrointestinal 

tract   
• G47 – Intubation of stomach 
• H22 – Diagnostic endoscopic examination of colon 
• H25 – Diagnostic endoscopic examination of lower bowel using fibreoptic 

endoscope   
• H28 – Diagnostic endoscopic examination of sigmoid colon using rigid 

sigmoidscope   
• J13 – Diagnostic percutaneous operation on liver 
• J43 – Diagnostic endoscopic retrograde examination of bile duct and pancreatic 

duct 
• J44 – Diagnostic endoscopic retrograde examination of bile duct 
• J45 – Diagnostic endoscopic retrograde examination of pancreatic duct 
• K49 – Transluminal balloon angioplasty of coronary artery 
• K51 – Diagnostic transluminal operation on coronary artery 
• K58 – Diagnostic transluminal operation on heart  
• K60 – Cardiac pacemaker system introduced through vein 
• K63 – Contrast radiology of heart 
• K65 – Catheterisation of heart 
• K68 – Drainage of pericardium 
• L86 – Injection into varicose vein of leg 
• M47 – Urethral catheterisation of bladder 
• R01 – R35 – Female genital tract associated with pregnancy, childbirth and 

puerperium 
• S09 – Photodestruction of lesion of skin 
• S13 – Punch biopsy of skin 
• S15 – Other biopsy of skin 



• S41& S42 – Suture of skin 
• S43 & S44 – Removal of material from skin 
• S50 – S53 – Introduction of material into subcutaneous tissue/skin 
• T12 – Puncture of pleura 
• T90 – Contrast radiology of lymphatic tissue 
• W29 – Skeletal traction of bone 
• W90 – Puncture of joint 
• X29 – X53 – Injection/transfusion/dialysis/organ donation/resuscitation 
• X59 – Anaesthetic without surgery 
• Y70 – Y90 
• Z01 – Z94 

 
We understand it may be tricky to filter out all these exclusion codes when recording the 
number of elective patients undergoing a surgical procedure. If it is not possible to do 
this, we would be grateful if you could make a note on the questionnaire this includes all 
patients with an OPCS code or admitted for a procedure. 
 
Q11d – this relates to the hospital services listed in question 11a. 
 N = Acute pain service – adult 
 O = Acute pain service – paediatric 
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